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3RD GRADE
PARENT NIGHT

=

Welcome, Families!

Thank you so much for joining us tonight for 3rd Grade Parent Night! | am excited to
partner with you for the 2025-2026 school year. Third grade is such a big year for growth—
both academically and socially—and | am here to support your child every step of the way.
Tonight, I’'ll walk you through important information about classroom expectations,
communication, academics, and fun events like AR celebrations. | hope you leave feeling

informed, connected, and just as excited as we are for a fantastic year ahead!
Let’s get started!
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To help keep you informed and engaged in your child's education, here are several key
ways we will be communicating and tracking progress throughout the year:

~ Weekly Emails & Student Agendas

You will receive weekly emails with important updates. In addition, your child will bring
home a daily agenda. Please check and sign the agenda each day. If there are any dismissal
changes, kindly note them directly in the agenda for our awareness.

B Bi-Weekly Take-Home Folders

Starting this week, your child will begin bringing home a bi-weekly take-home folder. This
folder will include updates on academic progress and classroom activities. Please review
the contents, sign any necessary documents, and return the folder by the assigned day.
0 Remind App for 3rd Grade Communication

We will also be using the Remind app to share important announcements and reminders.
To join, simply text @3mckeel to 81010. This is a quick and easy way to stay connected in
real time.

“* Open Communication

Lastly, | genuinely enjoy building relationships with families and value ongoing
communication. If you have any questions or would like to connect, please feel free to
reach out at any time. Your partnership is essential to your child’s success!
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To support your child’s learning at home, | encourage consistent practice in two key areas:
¢ Reading:

Please have your child read for at least 20 minutes each night. This daily habit helps build
fluency, comprehension, and a love for reading. Students can read books of their choice or
use books sent home from school.

= Math Facts - Multiplication:

Mastering multiplication facts is essential in 3rd grade. Practicing just a few minutes a day
makes a big difference! You can use flash cards or free apps like:

Reflex and IXL

This extra practice at home reinforces what we’re learning in class and helps build
confidence. Thank you for your support!
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In addition, students may receive Positive of fice Referrals for
demonstrating exceptional behavior, leadership, or kindness. These |
referrals are @ way to highlight and celebrate students who go above .
and beyond. Parents will receive an email notification whenever a
positive of fice referral is entered into the system

In our classroom, we focus on creating a positive, respectful, and encouraging learning
environment. Students are expected to follow classroom rules, show kindness, and make
responsible choices each day.

Positive Behavior:

When students go above and beyond, they may receive positive notes home or Positive
Office Referrals to celebrate their great choices and effort.

! Behavior Infractions:

If a student violates a behavior expectation, it will be documented, and parents will be
notified via email. Our goal is always to keep the lines of communication open and work
together to support your child’s growth.

| appreciate your partnership in helping all students succeed!
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Classwork: 10 points Grades will be based on pieces of
Grammar: 25 points evidence: assessments, writing

Formatives: 50 points samples, work samples, etc.
[ Summative: 100 points

-
© A: 90 -100
o B:89-80
o C:79-70
o D: 69-60

Student grades are based on a combination of formative (daily work, class activities) and
summative (quizzes, tests, projects) assessments that reflect their understanding of the
standards.

~/ Reassessment Opportunity:

If a student does not demonstrate mastery on a summative assessment, they may retake it
after completing additional practice. A parent signature is required to confirm the extra
review was completed at home.

This process supports growth and encourages students to take ownership of their
learning.
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AR Celebrations

To help encourage a love for reading, we’ll be celebrating students who meet their
Accelerated Reader (AR) goals each 9 weeks with a fun reward! #:

1st 9 Weeks: Popsicle Party & Extra Recess (Oct. 10)

2nd 9 Weeks: Hot Chocolate Bar (Jan. 9)

3rd 9 Weeks: Popcorn & a Movie (March 13)

4th 9 Weeks: Free Shirt Day & Free Choice Room (May 19)

Also, any student who earns 100 AR points or more throughout the year will receive a
trophy at our end-of-year awards ceremony! '

These celebrations are a great way to motivate students to read consistently and track
their progress.
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To encourage responsibility and positive behavior, our class uses a classroom money
system. Students earn "money" for things like good behavior, completing work, helping
others, and showing leadership.

$ Classroom Store:

Every two weeks, students have the opportunity to shop in our classroom store using the

money they’ve earned. They can choose to spend their money or save it for bigger
rewards.

#: Classroom Auctions:

We also hold two exciting classroom auctions each year—one in December and one in May.
Students can use their saved classroom money to bid on larger or special items during
these fun events.

We truly appreciate your contributions to the classroom store—they help make these
incentives fun and meaningful for our students!
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in time for the holidays. the Cookie Dough Fundraiser.

* In celebration of Valenting's Day, students will have the
opportunity to purchase Pencil Grams and Carnations to share
with friends.

* As the date approaches, we will kindly ask for donations of !

pencils and heart-shaped lollipops to help support this fun and

meaningful activity.

[' . Valentine’s Day Pencil Grams & Carnations )

AR Celebrations

To help encourage a love for reading, we’ll be celebrating students who meet their
Accelerated Reader (AR) goals each 9 weeks with a fun reward! #:

1st 9 Weeks: Popsicle Party & Extra Recess (Oct. 10)

2nd 9 Weeks: Hot Chocolate Bar (Jan. 9)

3rd 9 Weeks: Popcorn & a Movie (March 13)

4th 9 Weeks: Free Shirt Day & Free Choice Room (May 19)

Also, any student who earns 100 AR points or more throughout the year will receive a
trophy at our end-of-year awards ceremony! '

These celebrations are a great way to motivate students to read consistently and track
their progress.
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A L3 Carte purchases can be made online (preferred) or with cash if
needed.

i Daily lunch options include: Hot meal (option 1), Pizz3, Uncrustable,
. Yogurt plate, and Salad.

Each student has a lunch ID tag they scan daily in the cafeteria.
Please Label jackets and personal items with your child’s name to
prevent them from being lost.

A la Carte Purchases: Parents are encouraged to use the online A la Carte form for snack
and additional item purchases. Cash is accepted if needed, but online payment is
preferred for convenience and tracking.

Lunch Options: Students will have several choices each day, including:

Option 1 (hot meal)

Pizza

Uncrustable

Yogurt plate

Salad

Student Lunch ID Tags: Each student is assighed a personal lunch ID tag, which they wear
and scan daily in the cafeteria for efficient and accurate lunch service.

Labeling Personal Items: Please ensure your child’s name is written on jackets, lunchboxes,
and other personal belongings to help prevent lost items.

Thank you for helping us keep lunch routines smooth and organized
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water Bottles: Students may bring a water bottle to school; however, it
mMust contain water only-no juice or other beverages are permitted.

uniforms: AWl uniforms must be purchased through Risse Brothers. Please
note that if uniform bottoms have belt loops, a belt is required.
Morning Drop-of f: Walk-up morning drop-of f is reserved for Pre-k
students and their siblings only, unless you have a scheduled appointment
with the school. All other students must arrive via the car line or bus.
Afternoon Walk-up Pick-Up: Walk-up pick-up is open to all families;
however, a car tag must be presented in order to pick up a student.
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September: Rock Your School Day — Superhero theme
october: Pippi Longstocking & The one and only Ivan - Circus & Jungle

theme
October: Fall Stations — STEM Pumpkin Chunkin’
December: Winter Rotations- crafts and snacks
Janvary: Glow Day — 100th Day of School
February: Super Bowl (Football Theme)
March: Wizard of Oz — Dress as Your Favorite Character
April: Titanic DAy — Dress as Your 1912 Passenger

A heartfelt thank you to all of our families for your generous donations and support
throughout the school year! Your contributions help bring our special classroom days to
life and make them truly memorable for our students.

SignUpGenius links will be sent out ahead of each event, and your help is always
appreciated—whether it’s donating supplies, volunteering, or simply encouraging your
child to participate.

Thank you again for making these experiences possible!
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< ATTENDANCE

i [ o upload Doctor’s Notes: Please upload notes as you receive them. You )
P

can vpload them by logging into Mckeel Systems and selecting
“Attendance.” There is an option to “vpload note.” Please do not turn
paper notes into the school.
. Students must be present for half of the school day to be
considered present.
e Email your child's teacher if you have an extended pre-planned
absence (e.g, medical procedure or other important reasons).

Attendance & Doctor’s Notes — Quick Summary for Parents

Upload Doctor’s Notes: Please upload all doctor’s notes directly through McKeel Systems
under the “Attendance” section. Paper notes are not accepted.

Daily Attendance: Students must be present for at least half of the school day to be
counted as present.

Planned Absences: For any extended or pre-planned absences (such as medical
procedures), please email your child’s teacher in advance.

Thank you for helping us keep attendance records accurate and up to date!
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Attendance Warning (10 or more unexcused absences):
o After a student has accumulated 10 days of absences, tardies, or early checkouts
the parent will receive an automated attendance message notif ying them that
their student has reached an excessive number of absences.
Attendance Contract (15 or more unexcused absences):

* If 2 student reaches 15 unexcused absences, they will be placed on an attendance
contract. A parent or guardian will be required to attend a meeting to review
attendance expectations. The contract will remain in effect for the remainder of
the school year. Students on an attendance may be unable to participate in
extracurricular activities including field trips, field days and house days. on

going
attendance issues may lead to dismissal from Mckeel Academy Central. ‘y

Attendance Policy Summary

Attendance Warning: After 10 unexcused absences, tardies, or early checkouts, parents
will receive an automated message notifying them of excessive absences.

Attendance Contract: At 15 unexcused absences, students will be placed on an
attendance contract, and a parent meeting will be required. The contract will remain in
effect for the rest of the school year.

Students on an attendance contract may be ineligible for extracurricular activities such as
field trips, field days, and house days. Continued attendance issues could result in
dismissal from McKeel Academy Central.
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GGESSMENT OF STUDENT myjy .

W
The students will take the progress monitoring | \
assessment three times throughout the year.

The test will be computer-based.

PML - September 9th - ELA (Reading)

. PML - September 10th - Math
Students must score a Level 2 or higher on PMJ to
pass Srd grade.

-
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“Bonnet Springs Park - November 6th (Bailey, Porricelli & Saunders) November 7th)
(Kindle & Dougherty) - 9:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.

Lakeland Mirror Theatre/Barnett Park - December 11th 11:00 a.m. show then
lunch afterwards - *8 chaperones per class

winter Breakfast - Dec. 19th 8:35 - 9:15 or 9:30-10:00 *2 guests per child
Busch Gardens - February 6th (tentative)
Circle B Characteristics of Plants and Animals Program - March 10th (Porricelli,
Saunders, & Dougherty) March L1th (Kindle and Bailey) “No Chaperongs :
Lakeland Flying tigers Baseball Game - April - TBD
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mester Dueés

Fall Semester Pues will be $30. You can pay online o ® /
(preferred), check payable to: McKeel Academy \ ¢
Central, or cash. (August 26th - September 5th) -

Shirt included with dues for kids ‘

Parent Field Trip T-shirt - $15 (Can pay online)

Extra Student Field Trip T-Shirt - $12 (Can pay online)
2

Spring Semester Pues will be $30.
Collection date - TP
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PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING PTO
| \ THANK You FOR YOUR SUPPORT |
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